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Agenda 

• Top 10 Countdown of AT 

• Sharing our Favorites 

• We want to hear from you!  

• Q&A 

 

For Handouts: 
http://www.gatfl.gatech.edu/tflwiki  

http://www.gatfl.gatech.edu/tflwiki
http://www.gatfl.gatech.edu/tflwiki


AMAC Accessibility 

AMAC creates practical solutions that work, with a focus on utility, ease of use, and high 
quality.  

• Accessibility Consulting focuses on organizational accessibility needs with evaluation, 
technical assistance, customer support, and website accessibility solutions. 

• Braille Services produces customized projects from both print materials and electronic 
text including partial books and chapters or graphics only using cutting-edge 
technology. 

• Captioning Services makes classrooms, meetings, labs and other audio environments 
fully accessible for deaf or hard-of-hearing. 

• Professional E-Text Producers provide high-quality e-text in many formats such as PDF, 
DOC, DAISY, and HTML. 

• Certified Assistive Technology team provides on-site and remote assessments, 
demonstrations, training and technical assistance for education, work, and daily living 
environments.  
 

For more information, please visit our website at www.amacusg.org 

 

http://www.amacusg.org/


Tools for Life Mission 

We’re here to help Georgians 
with disabilities gain access to 
and acquisition of assistive 
technology devices and 
assistive technology services 
so they can live, learn, work, 
and play independently in the 
communities of their choice. 

 



Tools for Life & TFL Network 

• TFL developed Georgia’s Plan for AT  

• We serve individuals of all ages & all disabilities in Georgia 

• Over 50,000 thru various activities throughout the year 

• TFL Network 

• Assistive Technology Resource Centers/Outreach Sites  

• Lending Libraries 

• Training and Demonstrations 

• AT Reuse 

• AT Funding Education and Resources 

• Online Resources 

• www.gatfl.org - 12,000 unique visitors a month 

 



TFL Network 



Join us for Upcoming Webinars and 

Visit our Archives! 

Tools for Life Online Professional Development  

• Tools for Life offers online professional development to help you learn more 
about assistive technology strategies and solutions as well as the most recent 
information on AT devices and disability related issues and trends. Webinar 
content and materials are developed and presented by one of the Tools for 
Life team members along with other regional and national leaders in the 
assistive technology community.  

• TFL presents live webinars on the last Wednesday of every month from 2:00 
PM to 3:30 PM EST, unless otherwise noted. 

 

Sign up to be on the TFL mailing list to receive our email announcements! Visit 
www.gatfl.org or send an email to Liz - liz.persaud@gatfl.gatech.edu  

http://www.gatfl.org/
mailto:liz.persaud@gatfl.gatech.edu


Come Visit Us! 

 



Hope 
 
 
 

Hope begins in the dark, the stubborn 
hope that if you just show up and try 
to do the right thing the dawn will 
come. 

 

Anne Lamott 



Apps, Mobile Technology and 
the TFL AppFinder 



Search by: 

 App Name 

 Categories  
– Book  

– Education 

– Environmental Adaptations 

– Hearing 

– Cognition, Learning, 
Developmental 

– Navigation 

– Personal Care and Safety 

– Productivity   

– Communication 

– Therapeutic Aids 

– Vision 

TFL AppFinder 



Microsoft Surface 

 

 

 

• Windows 8 

• Slim and has a USB port 

• Moveable Tiles 

• Built-in Accessibility 

– Speech-to-text 

– Narrator 

• Thin pressure sensitive 
cover that doubles as a 
keyboard 

• Starts at $499 

 

 



Samsung Galaxy  

 

 

 

 Download Accessibility 
Features 

 7 inch or 10 inch screen 
available 

 Compatible with flash/ WIFI 

 8.0 coming out February 2013 
in Europe 

 8.0 will have a better camera 
and use a SIM card for storage 

 Starts at $199.99 but 8.0 may 
be more 

 

 



Apple iPad mini 

• Multi - touch screen 

• iOS 

• Millions of apps 

• Surf web 

• iTunes 

• Videos 

• Organization 

• Accessibility  

• Books 

• Photos 

• Speakers 

• 5.0 megapixel camera 

• Starts at $329 

 

 

 

Height: 7.87 in 
Width: 5.3 in   
Depth: 0.28 in   
Weight: 0.68 lb  



Dragon Dictation 

 Voice Recognition  

 Free 

 Dictate notes, emails, 
Twitter, and Facebook 

 Supports many languages 

 Cut, Copy, Paste 

 Android 
 Dragon Go! 

 Dragon Hands Free Assistant 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i0blnQ2uGrI


Reminders  

• Built-in App 

• Works with VoiceOver 

• Organize your reminders 

• Siri if have iPhone 4s or 5 

• The new iPad 



iOS 8 Coming Fall 2014 



iOS 8 Coming Fall 2014 

 



iOS 8 Coming Fall 2014 

 



Android and Google Glass 



Google Glass 

• Wearable Technology 

• Bluetooth Connection 

• Navigate 

• Make a Call 

• Send a Message 

• Take a Picture or Video 

• Get the News 

• Search 

• Google Play Music 

• Google Now 

• Be Social 

• Internal Compass 

• $1500  



Environmental Controls 
http://getvera.com/controllers/veralite/ 

http://getvera.com/controllers/veralite/


Z Wave Modules 

Z Wave modules differ from X-10 in that they work over a proprietary wireless network 
instead of existing wiring. Furthermore, instead of each module having to directly talk 
with the gateway, modules can communicate with each other.  

 

This means that a command sent to the gateway is sent to all modules within range and 
each of those modules relay the command to all modules within their range, and so on, 
until the appropriate module receives the command.  

 

This allows your network of modules to extend far out beyond the reach of the gateway 
itself making multiroom, multilevel, and exterior/interior implementation all on one 
network a possibility 

 

Shown at right is a dimmable 3 prong lamp switch. 



User Interfaces 

Vera gateways can be controlled with a number of different 
interfaces. 

 

• First Party Software 

– PC 

– MAC 

– Smartphone App 

 

 

• Third Party Software 

– Smartphone Apps 

– TASKER! (Android only) 

 



Tasker 

Tasker is a phone automation application that allows you to really 
unleash your android device’s capabilities. 

 

Tasker in a nutshell is a program that tells your device “When this 
happens, do this!” 

• “When something is plugged into the headphone jack, open my 
music app” 

• “When I open the navigation app, turn GPS on” 

• “When my phone is connected to this cell tower, turn on wifi and 
connect to my home wifi” 



More on Tasker 

Plugins for Tasker allow you to access other features of 
your phone and interface with other internet connected 
devices. 

• Autovoice – Allows you to set up custom voice 
commands and turn always listening on 

• Autocast – Enables you to control a Chromecast 
device on your TV 

• Autovera – Interfaces with your Vera gateway 



TFL Environmental Control Lab 



The Future of this OS is Limitless 

• Google has the futuristic ambition and the 
funds to take Android to unprecedented 
heights. In many areas — such as predicting 
what users will do next. 

• Google Now knows that in the morning you’re 
getting ready for work and will tell you about 
the traffic.  



Google Now 



Telepresence Robots  



VGo Telepresence Robot 

• Enables a person to 
replicate themself in a 
distant location and have 
the freedom to move 
around as if they were 
physically there 

• Reduces travel costs 
• School  
• Hospital  
• Work from home 



Vgo Website 



Kubi 

• Dock your tablet for 
remote pan and tilt 
controls 

• See and interact with 
people during a 
conference call 

• Use any Video Client: 
Skype, FaceTime, 
Google Hangout, etc. 

• Cloud Control 



Beam 

 



Beam 



Romo 



Romo 



Computer and Switch Access 



Switch Access 



Computer Access 





Eyebrow Switches 

• The Single Sensor Switch is an motion activated sensor and 
eyebrow switch designed for use by individuals with severe 
physical or neurological disabilities or spinal cord injury. This 
switch's sensor is attached to a person's forehead or eyebrow, 
elsewhere on the head, or to another part of the body. The 
user activates the switch by moving the part of body to which 
the sensor is attached, such as raising the eyebrow. The round 
sensor responds to slight changes in pressure, including 
twitches and taps. 



Our Question to You:  

What have You Learned today? 



Carolyn Phillips 

Director of Tools for Life 

Carolyn.Phillips@gatfl.gatech.edu 

 

Ben Jacobs 

Accommodations Specialist  

Ben.Jacobs@gatfl.gatech.edu  

 

Liz Persaud 

Training, Outreach and Development Coordinator 

Liz.Persaud@gatfl.gatech.edu 

 

Martha Rust 

AT Specialist  

Martha.Rust@gatfl.gatech.edu 

 

Rachel Wilson 

TechMatch Specialist  

Rachel.Wilson@gatfl.gatech.edu 

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer 

This presentation is produced by Tools for Life 

which is a result of the Assistive Technology Act of 

1998, as amended in 2004. It is a program of the 

Georgia Institute of Technology, College of 

Architecture, AMAC Accessibility Solutions and is 

funded by grant #H224C030009 of the 

Rehabilitation Services Administration (RSA), 

Department of Education. The contents of this 

presentation were developed under a grant from 

the Department of Education. However, those 

contents do not necessarily represent the policy of 

the Department of Education, Georgia Tech, COA 

or AMAC and you should not assume 

endorsement by the Federal government. 

We are Here to Help You!   
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