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Agenda 

• Welcome and Introductions 
– What would you like to learn 

• Look at Tools for Life 
• iPad Accessibility Tools 
• Tools for Life AppFinder 
• Few tablets for seniors 
• Questions 

 



TFL Mission 

To help Georgians with 
disabilities gain access to and 
acquisition of assistive 
technology devices services so 
they can live, learn, work, and 
play independently in the 
communities of their choice. 



Tools for Life,  
Georgia’s Federal AT Act Program 

• TFL developed Georgia’s Plan for AT  
• We serve individuals of all ages & all disabilities in Georgia 
• Over 50,000+ thru various activities throughout the year 

• TFL Network 
• Assistive Technology Resource & Outreach Centers 
• AT Lending Libraries 
• Training and Demonstrations 
• AT Reuse 
• AT Funding Education/Assistance and Resources 

• Online Resources 
• www.gatfl.gatech.edu - 5,000 unique visitors a month 

http://www.gatfl.gatech.edu/


Accessing the  
TFL Network 



Tools For Life Network 



TFL Website 



Making 
Informed 
Decisions 

 



Begin with the End in 
Mind! 

 
 
 



Comparing Tablets 
 

Property Android iOS MS Windows Amazon Kindle Barnes and Noble 
Nook 

Number and variety 
of Tablets 

Over 11,000 iPad and iPad mini Several Kindle Fire and Fire 
HD 

Nook HD 

Operating System Android (Jelly bean) ios7 (Sept 18, 2013) Microsoft Windows 8 Modified version of 
Android ICS 

Modified version of 
Android- Microsoft 

bought 2013 
Apps 860,815 

(AppBrain.com 
updated 9/13/13) 

900,000 with 375,00 
optimized for 

iPad/mini 
(mobileburn.com 

updated June 2013) 

104,917 
(winbeta.org updated 

July 4, 2013) 

50,000 in Amazon 
App store also shop 
in Google Play Store 

(theverge.com 
updated August 

2013) 

10,000 in Barnes and 
Noble and have 

access to Google Play 
store 

(barnesandnoble.co
m updated August 

2013) 
Software Updates As it becomes 

available on Google 
Apple releases 

updates 
MS releases updates Amazon releases 

updates 
Barnes and Noble 
releases updates 

Interface As designed by 
manufacturer 

Icons and widgets 
designed by Apple 

Metro style designed 
by Microsoft 

Modified version of 
regular Android 

Modified version of 
regular Android 

www.bluebugle.org updated by TFL 

http://www.bluebugle.org/


Be Informed of Your Options 



Critical Conversations & Questions 

• Who? 
• What? 
• Where? 
• How? 

 
• What do you want to be able to do using the iPad? 

 
• To support these goals, what Assistive Technology 

solutions and strategies have you considered? 
Tried? Implemented? 
 
 

 

 



A Closer Look 
at iOS 



Technology Rapidly Evolves  

• June 2007- 1st iPhone  
• Sept 2007- 1st generation iPod 

Touch 
• October 2008- 1st Android phone 

sold 
• April 2010- 1ST iPad 
• 2010- Google launched its Nexus 

series of tablets and smartphones 
• 50 billion downloads! 
 
 

 
 
 



Apple iPad/ mini iPad/ iPod Touch/iPad 
Pro/Watch 

 Multi- touch screen 
 iOS 9 
 Millions of apps 
 Surf web 
 iTunes 
 Videos 
 Organization 
 Accessibility  
 Books 
 Photos 
 Speakers 
 Camera 
 Starts at $499/$399 and mini $329 

 
 
 
 



Apple iPod Touch 

• 5 Megapixal Camera 
• Millions of apps 
• Videos 
• Surf Web 
• Voice Over 
• Organization 
• Speakers 
• Bluetooth 
• New iOS 6 
• Starts at $299 / $199 4th gen 



Apple Watch 

• Receive Calls and texts 
– “Inner Circle” 

• Apps 
• Can be used for fitness 

– Heart Rate Monitor 
– GPS 
– Accelerometer 

• “Hey Siri” 
• Haptic feed back 
• Calendar 

• $499 
 



iOS 
Accessibility 



Built-in Accessibility Features 

• VoiceOver 
• Zoom 
• Large Text 
• Invert Colors 
• Speak Selection 
• Speak Auto Text 
• Mono Audio 
• Assistive Touch 
• Guided Access 
• Home-Click Speed 
• Switch Access 
• Braille Displays 



 Adjustable speaking rate 
 Echoes each character as 

you touch it when typing 
or can speak completed 
word instead. 

 Speak Auto-text 
 Has the rotor 
 Works with all built-in 

applications 
 

 Standard feature on 
iPhones, iPads, and 
iTouches 

 World’s first gesture-
based screen reader 

 DOES NOT WORK WITH 
ALL APPS 
 Does not work with many 

eBooks or textbooks 
 Works with built-in apps 

 Built-in voices that speak 
36 languages 
 

VoiceOver 



 The Rotor 
 Virtual control 
 Rotating 2 fingers on the 

screen like a dial 
 Changes the way VoiceOver 

(VO) moves through a 
document based on setting 

 Can use to navigate through 
web pages 

Helpful tips for VoiceOver 



LookTel VoiceOver Tutorial 



• Zoom 
– Magnify entire screen of any 

application 
– Double-tap with 3 fingers 
– Can magnify 100%-500% 
– Works with VoiceOver on 

 
• Invert Colors 

– Reverse video effect works in 
all applications 

– Can be used with Zoom and 
VoiceOver 

 

Zoom & Invert Colors 



Speech: Read Text Out Loud 

• Open the Settings app on 
your home screen. 

• Tap the General tab. 
• Scroll down and tap the 

Accessibility tab. 
• Tap the Speak Selection 

option (it should be set to 
off, currently). 

• Tap the toggle switch to 
turn it on. You  
– can also adjust the rate of 

speech as well.  

 

• Highlight any text like you would 
if you were going to copy it but 
tap the "Speak" button instead. 

– This option will change to "Pause" 
while the text is being spoken so you 
can stop it at any point.  

• Can choose to highlight as it 
reads 
 



• Larger Text 
– Increase font size up to 56-point text in alerts, Calendar, 

Contacts, Messages, and Notes 
• Bold Text 
• Button Shapes 

– Add shapes 
• Increase Contrast 

– Reduce White Point 
• Reduce Motion 

– Creates a perception of depth 
• On/off Labels 

 
 

 

Larger Text 



Assistive Touch 

 Lets you enter Multi-Touch  
gestures using one finger or stylus 
 Create custom gestures 

 Supports the use of adaptive input 
devices 
 Headsets and switches 

 Change Tracking Speed 
 



Touch Accommodations 

• Allows user to set a 
time duration before a 
touch is recognized 
– Such as a sticky key 

• Ignore repeats 
• Tap Assistance 

 



Hearing 

 Mono Audio 
 Custom Vibrations for iPhone 

 Assign unique vibrations patterns 
 Change default in Sounds setting 
 Create you own custom vibrations 

 Save and name it 
 LED Flash for Alerts 
 Answer calls in Speaker Mode or Headset 

 Accessibility => Incoming Calls 
 Visual Voicemails 
 TTY mode 
 FaceTime (Wifi) 
 Closed Captioning 

 Supports playback of open captions, closed captions, and subtitling 



Guided Access 

• Helps remain on task and focus 
• Limit to one app / turn off home button 
• Restrict touch input on certain areas of the screen 

 

 



Accessibility Shortcut 

• Triple Click Home 
Button 
– Voiceover 
– Invert Colors 
– Grayscale 
– Zoom 
– Switch Control 
– Assistive Touch 



More Helpful Tools 



Apple iPhone Medical Id 

• New 
• Create Medical ID 
• Can be used without 

passcode 
• Medical Conditions 
• Medications 
• Emergency numbers 

– Can call 

• Organ Donor  
• Blood Type 



Emergency/Medical ID 



“Hey Siri” 

• Always Listening 
• Only works when 

plugged in and charging 
• Hands free 
• Voice Assistant 

 



Reminders  

• Built-in App 
• Works with VoiceOver 
• Organize your reminders 
• Siri 
• iPad 



Creating Keyboard Shortcuts 

• Go to General => Keyboard and make sure Shortcut is turned 
on 

• Go to Add New Shortcut 
• Put in your Phrase 
• Create Short Cut 
• Example: 

– Phrase : Martha E. Rust, MS CRC ATP 
– Shortcut is: MER 
– So when MER is typed it will put in the above Phrase 
– OMW => On My Way!  



Apple: Quick Tips 

• A faster way to reveal the multitasking bar 
– Take four fingers and swipe them up — have faster access 

to the multitasking bar than by double-tapping the home 
button. 

• Turn on Web Privacy Settings 
– Start the Settings app and tap on "Safari." Under the 

Privacy setting, set the "Private Browsing" switch to the 
"on" position 

• Clicking the space twice while typing will create a period 
– Can make typing on a virtual keyboard easier 

 



iOS 8 iCloud  

 



iOS 8 Health 

 



iOS 8 Spotlight 

 



iOS 9 Double Screen   



iOS 9 Shortcut Bar 



iOS 9 More Powerful Siri 



iOS 9 Notes 



iOS 9 Maps 



iOS 9 Battery Life  



i0S 10 

Coming Fall 2016!! 



Our Favorite  
Apps 



Search by: 
 App Name 
 Categories  

– Book  
– Education 
– Environmental Adaptations 
– Hearing 
– Cognition, Learning, 

Developmental 
– Navigation 
– Personal Care and Safety 
– Productivity   
– Communication 
– Therapeutic Aids 
– Vision 

TFL AppFinder Categories 



MyMedSchedule 

• Keep track of medication 
• Reminders 
• Refill Reminders 
• Healthcare Provider Profiles 
• Insurance Information 
• Allergies 
• Works across Platforms 
• Free 
• www.mymedschedule.com  

http://www.mymedschedule.com/


BARD Mobile 

 • Access directly to the 
National Library Service for 
the Blind and Physically 
Handicapped (NLS) 

•  Must be registered  
• Settings  
• Can use with braille display 
• http://www.loc.gov/nls/find

.html 
• Free 

 

http://www.loc.gov/nls/find.html
http://www.loc.gov/nls/find.html
http://www.loc.gov/nls/find.html


  Man Down Apps 

• Sends immediate alerts in case of 
an emergency or injury.  

• Emergency contacts are notified 
notified via text, phone or e-mail 

• Once app is activated, phone 
movement is monitored 

• If phone is motionless for 30 
seconds a pre-Alarm warning  
starts 

• If the phone is not moved within 
another 30 seconds  Full Alarm 
mode is activated; phone will send 
out a text, email and phone call to 
emergency contacts. Message will 
gps location of the person in 
distress. 
 

• $1.99 
• IOS and Android 



iOS 
Resources 



Refurbished Tablets 
 

• If you do not need the latest and 
greatest consider an older 
models for a discount 

• Want to make sure that refurbish 
tablets have been certified 

• Look for at least 1 year warranty 
• Many places now sell 

– Apple 
– BestBuy 
– Amazon  

 
 

 



RealPad by 
Aarp 



RealPad 

• Ready to use out of the 
box 

• Toolbar with large 
graphics 

• Light weight 
• 16gb of storage 
• Rear and Front facing 

camera 
• $99 with 1 year 

warranty  

• Free 24/7 Customer 
Services 
 





grandPAD 



grandPad 

• Designed for seniors for 
75+ 

• Icon friendly 
• Comes preloaded with 

apps 
• Easy to use 
• Tap pictures to call or 

email 
• $60/ month 

• No contract 
• Wireless charging 

station and stylus 
• Support and Training 





Our Question to You:  
What have You Learned today? 



The TFL Team 

Carolyn Phillips 
Director, Tools for Life 
Carolyn.Phillips@gatfl.gatech.edu  
 
 
Danny Housley 
AT Funding & Resource Specialist  
Danny.Housley@gatfl.gatech.edu 
 
 
Ben Jacobs  
Accommodations Specialist  
Ben.Jacobs@gatfl.gatech.edu  
 
 
 
 

Disclaimer 
This presentation is produced by Tools for Life which is a result of the Assistive Technology Act of 1998, as amended in 2004. It is a program of the Georgia Institute of 
Technology, College of Design, AMAC Accessibility Solutions and Research Center and was made possible by Grant Number H224C030009 from the Administration for 
Community Living. Its contents are solely the responsibility of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official views of HHS. 

Liz Persaud 
Training and Outreach Coordinator 
Liz.Persaud@gatfl.gatech.edu  
 
 
Martha Rust 
AT Specialist  
Martha.Rust@gatfl.gatech.edu  
 
 
Rachel Wilson  
Tech Match Specialist  
Rachel.Wilson@gatfl.gatech.edu  
 

mailto:Carolyn.Phillips@gatfl.gatech.edu
mailto:Daphne.Brookins@gatfl.gatech.edu
mailto:Ben.Jacobs@gatfl.gatech.edu
mailto:Liz.Persaud@gatfl.gatech.edu
mailto:Liz.Persaud@gatfl.gatech.edu
mailto:Liz.Persaud@gatfl.gatech.edu
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